
3 - 5th Grade

Welcome to the South Carolina State Museum! Please use this 
exploration guide to enrich your experience while exploring our 

exhibitions. 

Teachers: Please provide printed copies of the exploration guide 
and pencils for each student/ chaperone group, as well as the 

answer key for chaperones. 

Chaperones: Please help guide the students to find the correct 
answers as they explore our exhibitions. You may need to help 
younger students read the information panels throughout the 

museum, as well as write their answers on their exploration guide. 

Exploration 
Guide Answer Key 
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1. _________________________________________

2. _________________________________________

3. _________________________________________

4. _________________________________________  

5. _________________________________________

6. _________________________________________

7. _________________________________________

8. _________________________________________

9. _________________________________________ 
 
10. _________________________________________

Names of Students



Fourth Floor
Where to go: Start at Fort Moultrie on the 4th Floor. 

1. What was the date of the attack on Fort Moultrie?

June 28, 1776

2. Fire the cannons! What spongey material was Fort Moultrie made out of that kept British cannon 
balls from splintering and destroying the fort?

Palmetto Tree logs

3. The symbols on the state flag have their own unique meanings. Match each symbol to what 
it represents by writing the correct letter in the space next to the symbols listed below. 

Where to go: Go to the Colonial Government Exhibition by aking a left after passing the state flag 
and continuing past the Frontier Life exhibition. 

4. In what year did King George II force the Lords Proprietors to surrender their charter?

1729

5. Who was South Carolina’s royal governor from 1677-1735 who devised the Township Plan, 
and what did he hope to accomplish? 

Robert Johnson, he hoped to attract white settlers to the Upcountry to protect the frontier 
from indigenous people or uprisings from enslaved people. 

6. The Great Philadelphia Wagon Road was a series of Native American trails used by colonial settlers 
as a migration route from Pennsylvania through the Upcountry of South Carolina. Which Native 
American group formed a treaty with English colonists in 1744 that gave them access to this road? 
____________

Iroquois Nation.

Where to go: Walk to the Antebellum Society Exhibition. 

7. Take a few minutes to listen to the Gullah exhibition. *From what languages did the 
African-American language, Gullah, evolve?

Central/West African languages and English. 

 

The Battle of Fort Sullivan where palmetto logs 
were used - C. 

The brim of the soldiers’ hats  - B.

The color of the soldiers’ uniforms - A. 

A. Indigo

B. Silver Cresent

C. Palmetto Tree 
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Where to go: Go to the replica of the H.L. Hunley. 

8. Place your foot on the floor pad in front of the H.L. Hunley replica and see what happens! Why 
was the Hunley moved from Mobile, Alabama to Charleston, South Carolina? 

The Hunley was intended to help break the Union blockade 
in Charleston, SC.  

9. What did the H. L. Hunley do for the first time in history?

It was the first submarine to sink an enemy ship in combat.

Where to go: The “Civil War on the Water” display located between the H. L. Hunley and the brick arch.
 
10. Check out the two interactive tablets titled Civil War on the Water to learn more about naval 
strategies during the war. Which naval battle took place in South Carolina on November 7, 1861?

The Battle of Port Royal

11. The first African American regiment in South Carolina was formed in the spring of 1862. 
At least 5,000 African Americans from South Carolina enlisted in the Union Army.

Where to go: You can find more details about the Civil War and Reconstruction on the outside of 
the brick arch and when you go through it.
 
12. The _____ was an organization that provided relief to former enslaved people and others in 
poverty by operating hospitals, schools, and refugee camps.

Freedmen’s Bureau. 

Where to go: J. W. Jenny’s & Co. country store and the Berry Schoolhouse are where the next 
answers can be found. 

13. True or False. Sharecropping was a corrupt labor system that dominated Southern farms 
during Reconstruction and into the 20th century. True. 

14. Name at least 2 functions of a country store. 

Answers may include news center, social center, post office, bank, pharmacy, grocery store, 
or hardware store.  

15. List 4 ways that the Berry Schoolhouse is different from your school. Answers may include 
desk, floor, lighting, chalkboard, etc. 

True.

Where to go: Walk straight through the large garage door, passing the large mirror on your right. 
The entrance to the “Robert B. Ariail Collection of Historical Astronomy” will be to your right. 
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Third Floor
16.  The small portion of the light spectrum that we can see is called visible light. What are some 
examples of light that we can’t see? 

Radio, infrared, ultraviolet, x-rays, gamma rays.

Where to go: Go down the main staircase to the third floor next to “The Best Friend of Charleston.”
 
17. In what ways did steam locomotives like “The Best Friend of Charleston” impact South Carolina 
and the rest of the country?

South Carolina became the world leader in developing transportation and led to railroads 
becoming the main carrier of cargo and passenger transportation in America.

Where to go: Head behind the stairs towards A Spinning Room in a 1915 Cotton Mill.

18.True or False: The building you are currently standing in was called Columbia Mills and used 
hydroelectric power to rapidly produce textiles. 

True. 

Where to go: Head to the left when exiting the Textile exhibition towards the Automobiles and Model T.

19. What car was the first to be successfully mass-produced identically? 

The Curved Dash Oldsmobile 

The answers to the following questions can be found in the Minerals, Aviation, and Automotive exhibits.

20. What process did Henry Ford use to produce the Model T?

The Assembly Line.

21. From what ship did the Doolittle Raiders take off when they set off on their mission on 
April 18, 1942, and who was their leader?   

USS Hornet and Lt. Col. James H. Doolittle 

Second Floor
Where to go: Go down the stairs to Finn the Megalodon – you can’t miss her! 

22. What does Megalodon mean?

"Megalo" means "great" and "don" means "tooth"

23. What is the name of our state gemstone?

Purple Amethyst
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24. What are the three major types of rocks in the rock cycle?

Igneous, sedimentary and metamorphic.

Where to go: Continue to the Life in the Past exhibition. 

25. Take a look at the excavation site. Take notice of some of the things you find. What does finding 
evidence of ocean landforms and fossils in Columbia let us know about South Carolina’s ancient past?

The majority of South Carolina was once covered by 
the ocean. 

26. A fossil is evidence of Prehistoric life or life long ago.

27. Rock layers, also known as “strata”, are arranged with the oldest on the bottom and the 
youngest on the  top, because they were laid down in layers over long periods of time.
 
Where to go: Continue to the next room to learn more about the Ice Age. 

28. During the Ice Age, ice covered ____ of the Earth. Today only ____ of the Earth is covered by ice. 

c. 30%, 10% 

29. What is one of the main differences between a mastodon and a mammoth? Why is this 
difference important to these organisms’ behavior?

Their teeth are different because of their diet. Mastodons eat twigs and leaves, while mammoths 
eat grass and other vegetation.

Where to go: Next, check out our Habitats and Dinosaur exhibitions by walking to your right, 
away from the sharks. 

 30. What is a decomposer’s role in the life cycle? 

Decomposers recycle nutrients from plant and animal remains.  

31. In the River Bottom Swamp Forest habitat, how do plants get water during dry seasons? 

Through the roots that penetrate the water table just below the soil surface.
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Thank you for participating in the South Carolina State Museum’s Exploration Guide! We attempt to keep this 
as 
updated as possible but construction and new exhibitions are always happening and some questions 
may no longer be available.  

Unless otherwise noted, all groups will meet their buses and exit from the planetarium side of the museum 
where you arrived. 

Don’t forget to visit the Museum Store before you leave for all sorts of wonderful souvenirs! 
 

If you have any questions or would like to share anything from 
your trip, please contact us at educators@scmuseum.org 
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