Middle School/High School
South Carolina History

SOUTH CAROLINA STATE MUSEUM Self-Guided Tour

Answer Key

Welcome to the South Carolina State Museum! Please use this
exploration guide to enrich your experience while exploring our
exhibitions.

Answers to questions with an asterisk™ will be found
in interactive digital panels. If there is a technology issue, you
may need to skip that question.

Teachers: Please provide printed copies of the exploration
guide and pencils for each student/ chaperone group, as well
as the answer key for chaperones.

Chaperones: Please help guide the students to find the
correct answers as they explore our exhibitions.

Names of Students

1. 6.
2. 7.
3. 8.
4. 9.




Fourth Floor

Where to go: Start at Fort Moultrie on the 4th Floor.

1. What was the date of the attack on Fort Moultrie?

June 28, 1776

2. Name the three symbols of the South Carolina flag and what they represent:

The color indigo matched the South Carolina troops’ uniforms, the crescent was a symbol on
the soldiers' hats, and the palmetto represents the logs used to build Fort Moultrie.

Where to go: Go to the Colonial Government Exhibition by taking a left after passing the state flag
and continuing past the Frontier Life exhibition.

3. The Charter of 1663 gave the Lord’s Proprietors the right to govern and develop Carolina.
Where to go: Walk to the Antebellum Society exhibition.
4. Why might Antebellum Society be considered a “social tapestry”?

Antebellum society was comprised of several social groups and hierarchies, such as Planters,
Plain Folk, Free Blacks, Slaves, and Indigenous People (Catawba).

5. What percent of the population was enslaved before the invention of the cotton gin? What
about 30 years after?

43% before, 52% after

6. Many of the enslaved people were kidnapped from the Congo-Angola region of West Africa.
What are some significant features of West African culture?

Answers may vary. Rice planting, language, artisan skills, such as music, rice fanners and
weaving, etc.

7. Which languages were combined to form Gullah?

English and West/Central African languages

Where to go: Go to the replica of the H.L. Hunley.

8. Why was the H.L. Hunley moved from Mobile, Alabama to Charleston, SC?

It was moved so that it could be used to help break the Union blockade in Charleston.



Where to go: You can find more details about the Civil War and Reconstruction on the outside
of the brick arch and when you go through it.

9. Read some of the different perspectives found on the Reactions to War panel. Do all three
of these perspectives agree? How might they differ?

Answers may include both positive and negative reactions to the Civil War.

10. During the Fort Sumter Crisis, two South Carolina women wrote firsthand accounts, or
primary sources, detailing the event. What were their names?

Carolina Howard Gilman and Mary Boykin Chesnut.

Where to go: J. W. Jenny’s & Co. country store and the Berry Schoolhouse are where the
next answers can be found.

11. What were the “twin pillars” of South Carolina’s agricultural system after the Civil War?
Why did this system make it more difficult for farmers?

Country stores and sharecropping were the twin pillars of SC agriculture after the Civil War.
Farmers couldn’t plant a variety of crops because store owners knew cotton would sell, so
they weren’t likely to give out credit for other crops.

12. How were schoolhouses like the Berry schoolhouse financed?

They were financed by taxes or families that offered to pay for them.

Third Floor

Where to go: Go down the main staircase to the third floor next to “The Best Friend of Charleston.”

13.What impact did steam locomotives like “The Best Friend of Charleston” have on South Carolina
and the rest of the country?

South Carolina became the world leader in developing transportation and this led to railroads
becoming the main carrier of cargo and passenger transportation in America.

Where to go: Head behind the stairs to the right towards the Automobiles and Model T.
14. What car was the first to be successfully mass-produced identically?

The Curved Dash Oldsmobile

15. Why was the assembly line such a huge advancement for the Ford company?

It allowed cars to be produced much more quickly which made them less expensive and more
affordable for middle-class families.



Where to go: Go to the “American Battleground: South Carolina’s Revolution” exhibition by passing
the “The Best Friend of Charleston” train and continuing onto the landing past the stairs. The following
questions can be found here.

16. The 2nd South Carolina Regiment Flag’s introductory text provides a glimpse into different
perspectives / groups that will be covered throughout the exhibit. After reading the text, what groups
do you think will be explored?

Answers may include Women, Native Americans, African Americans, Patriots/War heroes.

17. *After watching the introductory video, review some of the battles on our interactive battle table.
Be sure to review some battles from different districts. After reviewing these resources, why do you
think South Carolina became an important battleground / location during the American Revolution?

Answers will vary but should mention that the British thought they had more support in South
Carolina than they did and that patriots in the backcountry provided a lot of assistance.

18. During the 1787 Constitutional Convention, what compromise did South Carolina’s delegates
accept regarding representation and taxes?

Enslaved people would count as three fifths of a person.

19. *Review some of the Personal Stories at 1 or more of the 5 stations to learn about how the war
affected different groups in South Carolina. After watching the videos, answer the following question:
How might the American Revolution looked different to a Patriot, a Loyalist, a woman, and enslaved
person, or a member of a Native nation?

Answers vary based on the stories the students watched.

Where to go: Continue into the last section of the exhibition.

20. Instead of a question, we have something for you to do! Have your chaperone help you complete
the activity about Revolutionary Ideals and leave your answer in the drop box provided.

Where to go: Exit the exhibition back toward the main landing with the flag. Please explore our
rotating gallery “The Sestercentennial Community Gallery”.

Second Floor

Where to go: Go down the stairs to Finn the Megalodon - you can’t miss her!
21. What is the common name for Carcharocles megalodon?

Mega- toothed Shark



First Floor

Where to go: Answers to the following questions can be found in our main lobby.

22. Who is known as “the dean of Charlston blacksmiths” and created the Palmetto Gate?
Philip Simmons

23. Where would warpers, like the one by the front door, commonly be found?

Textile mills

24. When was the tub wheel near the entrance to the Planetarium made? What was it used for?
It was made around 1800 and was used to drive machinery for mills

25. South Carolina Remembers 9/11 exhibit centers around the sharing of two gifts, one gifted in
1867, the other in 2001, what were they?

1867 gift: New York gifted Columbia, SC a fire hose carriage.
2001: Students from White Knoll Middle School raised over $300,000 to donate a fire truck to a
fire house in Brooklyn, NY.

Thank you for participating in the South Carolina State Museum’s Exploration Guide! We attempt to keep
this as updated as possible but construction and new exhibitions are always happening and some questions
may no longer be available.

Unless otherwise noted, all groups will meet their buses and exit from the planetarium side of the museum
where you arrived.

Don’t forget to visit the Museum Store before you leave for all sorts of wonderful souvenirs!

If you have any questions or would like to share anything from your trip, please contact us at
educators@scmuseum.org



